
What can happen in a week . . . as shared by the150 teachers 
attending our June Leadership Development Conference in Guatemala City.  
 
 The closing ceremony was meaningful and relational as two teachers 
from each group shared about the impact of the conference. They shared how 
they now have the tools to make a difference in their student’s lives, and how 
their own lives have changed. It is difficult to capture all that they shared from 
their hearts, but some of their comments are below: 
� We are reminded to practice values that have been dormant. This is a time 

of crisis in Guatemala City. Our students need values. 
� You have expanded our thinking to impact all of Guatemala. You have 

given us a vision. We need to start acting on what we have learned. The 
information must go from our head to our heart. 

� ISP stands for:   I – inspiration; S – sabiduria (wisdom); P – perseverance 
� You have shown us the way back to God. You have strengthened our 

spiritual life. We have grown. 
� You have raised a standard for all of us. Our commitment is to the children 

we serve. (Two supervisors from the Department of Education) 
� The only owner of our lives is Jesus Christ. I will tell my students religion 

doesn’t matter. It is all about Christ. (The teacher was referring to bridging 
the gap between Evangelicals and Catholics in Guatemala.) 

� With my students, we will study and analyze the Bible every day. 
� We have grown spiritually, professionally, and physically (referring to the 

yummy food). 
� In Xela, you have planted and watered19 seeds. We are 

now roses. Today ,we are making a commitment to plant 
more seeds in our students and their parents. 

� We have looked deep into our being. We are committed to 
help others grow as we have grown. 

� The teachers that came through that door Sunday night are 
not the same teachers going out that door tonight (Friday).  

 
Pictures:  [Top] Two supervisors read from the Bible and shared 
things they discovered during their study.  [Middle] Marvin teaches in 
one of roughest neighborhoods in Guatemala City. Many of the 
teachers in his school pay “protection money” to gangs to guarantee 
their safety while doing their jobs. He is  using the curriculum in his 
school.   [Bottom] Teachers received certificates of completion issued 
by the Ministry of Education. 
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Results from previous Convocations were shared by teachers during afternoon 
demonstrations, and they also showed how they were using the curriculum. 
 In July of 2005, several teachers started a program to teach the parents of the students who couldn’t read 
or write. They began with 30 parents and have now helped 75. They teach first through sixth grade curriculum, 
according to the needs of each parent. The Greatest Promise Book is used for teaching reading and about Jesus.  
  “It was difficult, at first, because many of the other teachers thought that we shouldn’t involve God in val-
ues.  Now we know that they think differently.  We teach parents one Saturday every two months with the pur-
pose of making our students better people, rescuing their values . . .  for our school and our country. We have 
been successful with parents and students. 
 “The parents have agreed to pay an extra fee at the beginning of the year to be used to buy materials for 
our new  “Values Commission.”  Parents have told us that they think that if, from 300 students, 50 are saved or 



Discovering Transforming Principles for Living was one of the most significant parts of the day. 
We were thrilled to give each teacher a Precept Study Bible, teach them how to do inductive study, and then see 
them lead their own groups by week’s end.  As one teacher said during the week, “We were amazed at all of 
the life lessons and details we were able to find in Genesis 39 about Joseph.”  God’s Word spoke to them!  

changed, that is a lot.  We believe that we can do it, so we don’t give up. We don’t care about hindrances, 
even if some people believe that it is a waste of time. We want to encourage you, colleagues . . .  don’t give 
up; let’s keep going because of our students and ourselves.” 
 Many other teachers gave presentations about how they were employing the curriculum. Two men 
started a moral values course in Antigua . The impact on the students has been so positive that sometimes 
other teachers beg them to come to their classes to teach! 

Regardless of whether they were working in small groups 
or together on projects, the teachers all left rejuvenated in 
their spiritual walk, their passion for teaching, and a com-
mitment to work together in their cities and schools.  At the 
end of the week—on the last day—we were all physically 
and emotionally spent. One teacher summed up the teach-
ers’ perspective as we were getting ready for the final 
speaker. When asked  if she was tired. She looked at us 
like we were crazy!  “We came to get all you can offer us 
in the conference,” she said. “It’s worth being a little 
tired. Bring it on!” 
 

THANK YOU for your prayers and support of this vital project.  I will return to Guatemala July 3 –22.   
Nine hundred teachers have registered for convocations in the cities of Huehuetanango and Sololá. 

 
      Bob Wilson 


